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MC:  Mark Coltrain 
MG:  Maha Gingrich 
 
MC:  Say your name into the microphone. 

MG:  Maha Gingrich. 

MC:  Yeah that's fine.  Okay, well I guess we'll get started. 

MG:  Okay. 

MC:  Here we are it's June the 2nd, 2010, and we're in the office of Dr. Maha Gingrich here at CPCC's 

Central Campus.  Okay, what is your name and where and when were you born? 

MG:  Well, my name is Dr. Maha Gingrich, doctor comes afterwards, actually.  My full name is 

MahaLakshmi Gingrich, which is like MaryAnn-two names together.  And “Maha” stands for great, 

“Lakshmi” is prosperity, and Gingrich is German name [laughs], so I'm married to one.  So-- 

MC:  Okay, and where were you born? 

MG:  I was born in India, Hyderabad, long long time ago.  [laughs]  And March 20th, so it's a Spring Day 

here. 

MC:  Okay, and where did you grow up? 

MG:  That's little bit of a complicated question.  I was born there and then I finished up to my tenth 

grade in India and afterwards, I traveled.  And so I traveled to Saudi Arabia, then short for Singapore, 

and then I came to the United States. 

MC:  Wow, okay.   

MG:  So-- 

MC:  And, what, were you traveling--you said it was after the tenth grade? 

MG:  Yeah, so.  I came to the United States and, basically, and then went to school to CPCC. 

MC:  Wow, and what jobs have you had over the years, prior to CPCC? 
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MG:  Well, actually I--don't really have prior to CPCC history because you know I just finished my 

schooling and then came here and started my Associate degree, so my first job is at CP.   So, I was an 

admissions clerk part time.  And actually I had no job experience, and I did interview on campus job and 

when I interviewed and I remember Betty was the admissions director and she called me, she's an early 

morning lady and she called me next day morning like at 4:30 in the morning and said that I interviewed 

several people and I would like to hire you.  You are the one with most enthusiasm and, you know, 

promise to grow at the college.  And this was part time position. 

MC:  Okay. 

MG:  So my first one was admissions clerk at CPCC. 

MC:  What--when was that, what year was that? 

MG:  That was 1987 I came here. 

MC:  Okay. 

MG:  So immediately I applied for the position. 

MC:  Okay, now tell me what you do for a living now here. 

MG:  Well, I am now--as of now am the assistant to the public information officer at CP.  And my boss 

directly reports to the president, so that's a position title. 

MC:  Okay, now you mentioned you came to the United States after some traveling to Saudi Arabia and 

Singapore.  Do you remember about what year that was?  Was that around the same time in the mid-

80's? 

MG:  Yes, yes-- 

MC:  Okay. 

MG:   All that was mid-80's. 

MC:  Okay.  And why did you come to the US? 

MG:  Well actually, my family came here thinking they want to some business we came to Ohio and 

they--it's a different, you know, life so, they didn't like it.  They wanted to go back and I wanted to go to 

school here.  I liked it very much and I said, you know, can I go to school here?  And of course the family 

was like, “No!  [laughs] I'm not going to leave a teenager in the United States.”  But my best friend from 

India and her family were living in Charlotte, North Carolina, and so the option was--to come here and 

try it.  And when I did the research as to the best schools and--curriculums and it came out to be CPCC 

Central Piedmont Community College computer programming.  I didn't know what was computer 

programming, but it said the best to pursue.  And so I remember, and basically my family said well, 

there's no money, so you know if you want to come back home, the doors are open.  And so I came--I 
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took a bus, I borrowed money took a bus [laughs] and--borrowed money, $255 for the tuition for the 

out of state, so I remember my friend paid for the bus fare and then I came to Charlotte and came to 

CPCC and got my papers done here. 

MC:  And you've been here pretty much ever since? 

MG:  Ever since and I had many opportunities to leave the college and [clears throat] but I've never 

taken that. 

MC:  And your family in Ohio--are they still there? 

MG:  No--they all left. 

MC:  Okay. 

MG:  Yeah, they left and that's when I came here. 

MC:  Oh, I see, so they went back to India? 

MG:  Oh yeah--they all went back and so basically I'm--I came here because of my best friend and then 

her parents were here.  And so I stayed with them. 

MC:  Okay, alright and when you came to the US, what did you bring with you?  What sort of 

possessions did you bring with you? 

MG:  Really, nothing.  I had, because it was supposed to be temporary, so I had like a suitcase and when 

I came to Charlotte especially, all I had was a few clothes--I was not prepared and I had one heavy Jacket 

for Ohio, because I was in Ohio.  And didn't really have any sweaters and all that, you know, when I 

came here as a student.  And so I didn't really, had a small suitcase, almost nothing in it.  And I definitely 

didn't have any money because I borrowed the money and tried to pay back, you know, each semester 

once I got this admission clerk job.  You know, so I didn't really bring much with me other than one 

suitcase. 

MC:  Wow.  Okay, and do you--remember the, I guess the journey to the United States and then--

subsequently, like the bus trip down to Charlotte?  Do you remember what that was like at all?  Like 

what--might have been going through your mind at that time? 

MG:  Well, all I remember is--just thinking through, wow, this decision that I made--to be on my own, 

you know, is a decision that I need to prove that I'll do it right; that I'm not going to be a failure.  You 

know, because I challenged and came here.  And so I wanted to make sure that I made my family proud 

of who I am and that they take pride in my accomplishments and not let them down--and reputation is a 

huge thing and I wanted to ensure because teenagers here--India has such fear of all information about 

the drugs and the alcohol and lot of--ethical issues, and so I wanted to make sure that they see me, you 

know, with pride, and they accept me with pride.  So I was just focusing to ensure that no matter what I 

do, I do it right.  And so I think--I wasn't very fearful, because when you're young you're not-- 
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MC:  That's true. 

MG:  You know, you don't have any responsibilities so you're just not sitting there, "Oh my gosh, am I 

going to eat?  What am I going to do?" You know, so peanut--butter and jelly sandwiches is more than 

sufficient for years. 

MC:  Alright--and do you remember even your first day when you arrived--you and your family arrived in 

the United States, what that was like? 

MG:  I don't really remember much of that.  As to like details of how I felt or emotions anything like that, 

but I do remember coming to Charlotte.   

MC:  Your first day in Charlotte, what was that like? 

MG:  First day in Charlotte, all I remember is--I don't even remember the first day, but I do remember 

my first experience in Charlotte, when I was looking around and--everybody was so friendly, everybody 

was smiling at you.  But they had no clue where I was from because back in 80's, there was not much 

diversity here.  And so--when they look at me and ask me, "Where are you from?"  Then--I would say, 

"I'm from India."  And they say, "India, where is that?"  [laughs]  You know, so many people had no clue 

where India was.  You know, so I just remember they were very open and I remember the Southern 

accent I had difficulty understanding, you know, because India is more British in their language.  And 

didn't have too much trouble up North, but once I came to South, I had some issues trying to 

understand the words and slangs and stuff like that, so it's--good experience.  I was just in amazement.  

It was a small town, so I felt quite welcomed.  I didn't feel like huge place, you know. 

MC:  Okay, and did--how long did your family stay in Ohio while--I guess before they left and went back 

to India? 

MG:  About a year. 

MC:  About a year, okay-- 

MG:  Yeah, and then I came here. 

MC:  And, do you remember--I guess, you've talked a little bit about it already, but some of your very 

first impressions of the United States and even of Charlotte?  You said language was one that stood out 

to you.  Was there anything else--friendly people I think you said.  Was there anything else that kind of 

stood out to you, just first impressions that you maybe might not have been expecting or? 

MG:  Well--there were certain--like when I went trying to get some clothes, when I went to the mall and 

I saw the sign it said "Woman's Clothing" then I said, "Okay."  So I went in and I'm trying to find these 

clothes and they all are so big, you know, and then I was like, "Gosh."  So I would buy something that's 

on sale and come home and sew them all up to make it small.  And I remember doing that and then 

finally, I'll never forget this moment where I went to either it was Belks or Ivey's or one of those places.  

I walked in and then I was, you know, trying to find clothing so I asked this Africa American lady who was 
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there and then I said, "Ma'am," I said, "Can I--do you have anything smaller than this?" and I showed 

one of the dresses.  And she looked at it and she said, "Is this for you?"  I said, "Yes."  Then she, I'll never 

forget, then she said, "Girl--you should be going to juniors, not out here!"  Then I said, "But it says 

'Woman's'--I'm a woman."  [laughs]  And then she said, "No--silly little thing," and she said, "Here, 

'woman' means big people."  [laughs]  So, and she said, "You need to be going to juniors to find your 

clothes."  And I was like, "Oh", so she walked me up there and once I saw juniors I started trying--

everything fit me perfectly.  I was like, "Oh my gosh, I don't have to--sew any clothes here."  I was under 

the impression that everything I had to buy here had to be hand-sewn and changed, you know-- 

MC:  Wow. 

MG:  So, it's a huge learning curve in some small things, you know, unless someone tells you otherwise. 

MC:  And you mentioned too that slang was a bit hard to understand because of the Southern accents.  

How was--your English?  You learned British English while you were still in India? 

MG:  Yeah, my English was very good.  The only problem, actually, we were just talking about that 

recently, is like when I was taking classes here.  My instructor was Jon Launt and--when I wrote all my 

papers, because it was not on a computer there were no spell checks, I mean, so everything was British 

English.  And so everything I wrote was in the British language, like "colour" or you know-- 

MC:  With the "u"? 

MG:  With the "u"; just a small example.  But, more than that was the vocabulary is very high and never 

used simple words.  Instead of saying, "Oh, that's obvious," I would say, "That's conspicuous."  You 

know, I mean it's just--pretty heavy language; vocabulary-wise, it was very heavy.  And so my teachers 

they said, "Well, correct English--everything is correct", you know, some of the spellings they would say, 

"Correct but British" then some would say, "You need to tone down on the language--make it a little 

more simpler so that people can understand you--so you don't speak so high that general public does 

not understand you."  And so, I think that was a learning curve. 

MC:  That makes--definite sense.  To tone it down for people. [laughs] 

MG:  Yeah, they said, "You need to tone it down"--over and over and over again on my papers, they 

would circle it saying "accurate, excellent, tone it down."  [laughs]  So I had to look for actually 

synonyms to see what I could use in its place. 

MC:  Wow, okay--what sort of traditions or customs have you made an effort to preserve over the 

years?  And why? 

MG:  Well--I have been a classical Indian dancer, which is a two to three thousand year old tradition, 

since I was five years old.  And that was my passion, that is my passion, and I--that is one thing that it's in 

my blood, it's a part of my identity, who I am.  So, that's one thing that I want to ensure that I carried 

that.  And when I came here, I wanted to teach Indian classical dances and I remember making a little 
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sign and going to this Indian store and then telling the gentleman who owned the store saying, "Excuse 

me sir,” I said, “I would like to post this note here so that I could teach."  And then he looked at me and 

he said, "You are a kid; how are you going to teach Indian classical dances?" because usually dance 

teachers equals older people.  So he said, "No," he said, "I don't know your credentials, I don't want you 

to post it."  And I'll never forget that, and then later on--there's people who are here at CPCC taking 

computer classes.  They had kids, Indian ladies, they had--kids and then they said, "Oh," when they 

heard that I actually--did dancing all my life, they said, "Oh, do--you want to teach our kids?"  And that's 

how it got started.  And then later on, as I became popular, that gentleman who said no wanted his 

daughter to join my class.  At that time, I truly didn't have openings so I said, "I'm sorry, I don't have 

openings; I couldn't put you in."  So, the tradition that I wanted to bring in is really dance, it's my life.  It 

is--without dancing, my heart doesn't exist if it does classical dance forms.  So now I am--glad I did that 

because now I'm using that to bring in the theme of unity through performing arts-- to actually use the 

performing arts, the dances, classical Indian dances, to remove the barriers of language and culture and-

- 

MC:  And--you're still doing that now? 

MG:  I'm still doing it and that's a huge show that CPCC supports, Dances of India. -- I think what CP has 

done for me as a person coming in and my--bosses who are Dr. Mel Gay, who was totally-- like a mentor 

and believed in everything I did.  And then my godmothers are from here.  I have, everybody adopted 

me as a child and so I have so many godparents and godmothers, one is British, one is American.  And 

the godfathers and the father figures, it is just amazing what, it was people who were--I think I owe a lot 

to what I am today to all of them who shaped me. 

MC:  And--do you dance every day? 

MG:  I--oh yeah, I have a dance school-- 

MC:  Oh, okay-- 

MG:  Yeah, I have a dance school and that's on weekends, I do.  And people from a lot around.  And no 

matter what shape I am in, you know, if I was hurt or anything it didn't matter, but dancing is my 

healing.  And so, when I'm very happy I dance and when I'm sad I dance, like when my mother passed 

away, you know.  So no matter what emotion I go through, dancing is a way of healing that emotion for 

me.   And so, yes I continue to dance and I have a dance school.  My students--continue to graduate 

from my classes and it's a long term commitment, like a ten year commitment to graduate. 

MC:  Okay, wow--and what about any traditions that you may have given up or changed over the years 

that you maybe grew up with and since I guess coming to America might be a little bit of a different 

thing--was there anything--any traditions that you had to give up or-- 

MG:  Yes, as a matter of fact I was--born in a Brahmin family where we were always vegetarians and 

when I came to United States and especially Charlotte back in-- 80's, late 80's, there were no vegetarian 
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places, it's not like what it is today.  So there was no awareness of being a vegetarian and all the 

vegetarian food was oily, greasy--kind of food and I was--staying in a one-room place, a duplex I rented 

one room, I had no place to eat.  I'd cook my food and so I was eating off peanut butter sandwiches for 

years but I couldn't eat out or do anything like that because that was huge issue.  But in the process 

what happened was my diet lacked protein and being a dancer, I was so active and then I could see my 

muscles were hurting, they're not healing.  I was also working out in at YMCA and they trained me as a 

trainer, train the trainer, so I was training people on all these machines.  So I was doing all this and I 

really did not have any protein at all in my body and there was no diversity in those days for foods for 

you to substitute protein.  And so it was a huge issue, even from the grocery stores I couldn't purchase 

things that would substitute protein.  So at that point then one of my doctors he said, "You must try to 

eat some chicken."  And it wasn't as much a religious thing for me, I just didn't like the taste of it and I 

still don't.  I can't take a big piece and look at it, you know, I feel sad.  [laughs]  I see the eyes.  [laughs]  

So what--If it is small pieces of chicken grilled--I will eat it.  So that was a huge change for me and I 

remember trying to eat my first piece of chicken and it was not easy.  [laughs]  It was very hard.  But I 

do--when my doctor talked to me, I realized that I need to take care of myself because I was here by 

myself and like my mother said, you don't take care of yourself, nobody else can do it for you.  And so I 

think that was a huge change, trying to eat chicken.  Even now, even though I eat, that's not my first 

choice.  If I have choice on the menu, I would go for vegetarian. 

MC:  And you said back in the mid-80's Charlotte wasn't a very diverse place when it comes to food, but 

that has I guess changed greatly as Charlotte has grown in size.  Now are there--when did that really 

start to happen?  Do you remember at what point, you know, more--maybe I'm getting ahead of myself.  

What was the Indian population like that you were aware of in Charlotte maybe back in the mid-80's to 

late-80's versus now, was it very big-- 

MG:  I don't--not at all.  I would say maybe 300 people maybe pushing it.  A handful of families and 300 

all--scattered towards Pineville, Matthews, Charlotte, but it was not proper Charlotte. 

MC:  And do you remember when that started to change and more diversity started to come in and 

you—had more choices? 

MG:  Yes, I actually I think--it's not as much Indian food for me, you know.  I don't really eat Indian food 

regularly because I was a teenager when I left.  I didn't really learn how to cook Indian food, so I don't 

know how to cook traditional Indian food but I experiment with it.  And then it's like, I think this is what 

it should taste like or look like.   

MC:  [laughs] 

MG:  And so--but the diversity in sense, the diversity of vegetarian food and options for you or diversity 

of international foods didn't really exist and what I do--the huge influx of Indians specifically came 

through Y2K period. 

MC:  Okay. 
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MG:  At that time, Microsoft said, "Hey, you know, I--we need people for Y2K because we are expecting 

a huge disaster and for to change all the programs and softwares."  So they brought in tons and tons of 

softwares--immigration opened up to bring in the software engineers they called and so I think that was 

influx first where I saw a huge, huge change.  And international people actually also abroad in 90's, I 

would said mid-90's and up, you know--I started seeing international populations, the city started to 

grow and Richard Vinroot was a force recognized that and he established a mayor's International 

Cabinet then comes McCrory came in and he totally--said we going to be global and we need to start 

doing all this changes in Charlotte and it was just that enormous improvement in globalization process 

along with, you know, ethnic foods, ethnic restaurants and, you know, actual technology to support.  

And so that whole culture has changed, I would say mid--90's.   

MC:  Okay, alright, are you--married, and if so, tell me about your spouse? -- Like how did you meet and 

how long have you been together? 

MG:  Oh, that's a funny story-- 

MC:  [laughs] 

MG:  Yes, I am married to David Scott Gingrich, and that's my wonderful husband, and we've been 

married 17 years.  We got married in 1993 on April 22nd.  He, the way we met was his cousin was my 

best friend and she was moving and we were trying to move her with bunch of her friends and at the 

same time he was--in military, he was in Air Force special ops so he was coming back from Japan and he 

was now going to be at Herbert Field for special ops helicopters MH-53's is what he flew, he was a 

gunner on it, and so he was stopping in Charlotte to help her.  And what I didn't know is my friend told 

him, my husband, saying, "Hey Scott", he goes by Scott, "there's this Indian girl you're really going to like 

her.  And so I go out and get my pizza and I come in and there he was.  Obvious he liked me and I didn't 

know anything about this whole set up here, but we did click off because I did like ROTC, it's called NCC 

in India, and I've done that.  My father believed every girl should have that military experience so I was 

in there for seven years so I was very much into-- target shooting and repelling and mountaineering and-

-so I was very much involved in doing all these things so, so and I was also state champion I did 

parachute training and everything so, we just clicked off and we started talking about everything.  And 

so actually we didn't even date because he lived in Florida and so we talked like for a day, that day, and 

the next day he left and he started sending me flowers and talking to me over the phone.  Telephone 

bills $450 a month, terrible.  In those days, you know, it was very expensive.  This was back in 1993, we 

didn't have this cell phones and all these deals.  So next time I saw him was just before marriage-- 

MC:  Wow-- 

MG:  April 22nd, and my godparents were here and they liked him and--we got married and best 

decision I made-- 

MC:  Wow.  [laughs]  Very cool--  Do you have any children? 
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MG:  Yes, we have one daughter.  Her name is Pavani Gingrich, "pavani" means blessed, and she is now 

14.  She's wonderful kid, straight-A student like I was at CPCC.  [laughs] You know, 4.0 it meant 

everything to me, A's because I was getting scholarships, you know to get DPMS scholarships and other 

scholarships.  So she--following the same path, everybody teases me that she's also going to be a 4.0.  

She is at this point and time.   

MC:  And does she dance? 

MG:  Yes, she also dances and she is in scouts.  She just got her silver award and going for gold.  And--

she learns Indian classical music and she runs track, she does volleyball and-- 

MC:  She's following in her parents' footsteps-- 

MG:  Yes, exactly--and she's a wonderful kid.  Very unusual for some of the stories you hear about 

teenagers and issues, but we are such a tight-knit family--we have lot of fun together, a lot of giggles 

and--we camp together, do a lot of things together. 

MC:  Good, well, what other languages do you speak besides English? 

MG:  I speak Telugu, which is my mother tongue.  I speak Hindi, which is the national language of India.  I 

also speak Tamil, which is a language, one of the Southern languages of India.  I speak Urdu, which is 

from Pakistan language.  I also speak, it's called Hyderabadi, my town I was born in was Hyderabad.  It's 

not a town, it's a city.  I was born in Hyderabad; Hyderabad has its own unique language.  It picks up like 

four-five different languages and then it just mix together as one language called Hyderabadi language.  

So I speak that, which [laughs] unless you're from Hyderabad, even people from India don't understand 

you [laughs] because you're extrapolating all these-- words from different languages and putting in 

there--  So, that and--that's most spoken languages.  I have learned French, I need to brush up, and I 

have--understand completely other languages from India such as Gujarati and Punjabi and the mother of 

languages is Sanskrit, and I understand Sansrkit because I need to interpret that quite a bit in my 

dancing. 

MC:  And--  Do you speak a different language in different settings, you know, at home or here.  I know--

obviously here you probably speaking mostly English, but say at home or maybe if you go back to visit 

India, do--you speak different languages? 

MG:  Yes, actually--here of course we speak English because my husband is from North and he is an 

American, so we speak English.  And India, when I go to visit, first time when I went back after twelve 

years it was very hard, my tongue would not twist-- to speak the language.  And ever since, you know, 

my husband says we going to go every two years and once we started going, I'm able to now actually 

speak the language and very well and quite fluently, but my family says that I have an accent.  You see, 

this so funny because you go to India and they go, you have an accent when you speak Indian languages, 

you know; you come here and then you speaking English, "Hey, you have an accent!" because--it's 

American and British together--  It's kind of funny, I always say everybody has an accent, every region 
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has an accent--what do you mean by having an accent?  How will you use words and how will you 

pronounce it?  And so--but in spite of that, my family is really proud because a lot of people who leave 

the country early, they don't remember the languages and they come back and they only speak in 

English.  And so, I do speak all the language, and then I go to India and when I see certain people from 

India, I do my best to speak in the language that they know that I know, then that way I'm in practice 

and I love to speak languages. 

MC:  Well, I was--thinking as you were listing off-- the languages that you spoke, all the different 

regional Indian languages, I—my head was spinning because I was wondering how—especially if you’re 

in the United States so--much of the time, how you would keep all of that straight and remember all of 

that— 

MG:  Yeah— 

MC:  But you kind of answered that question when you said you went back after twelve years and your 

tongue wouldn’t twist. 

MG:  Yes, and also many times when we—I speak certain times, I would—have a halt, like my brain just 

halted.  Because I’m trying to say that particular word in a particular language and then I’m looking at 

them blank, going I know what I want to say but I just don’t remember.  And so my family helps me out 

and even in India right now because--we always, British influence, lot of British influence, so lot of words 

were actually in English—and it was said in such a way that it sounded like its Indian.  Like—train, 

telephone, is train and telephone, very seldom anybody uses anything different.  But they say, “Oh 

traino”, “oh telephono”—so they have that little accent put to it, but the words remain the same.  So 

it’s—I’m still able to communicate, but there are some times I have that brain block and then what I do 

is sometimes I’ll be talking to somebody like there are two people from two different languages and 

then I’ll be talking to one and I switch and sometimes I’ll mess up [laughs] because I’m doing—because 

it’s not so natural.  But I still switch and I can still talk. 

MC:  And, what about here in Charlotte—do you—I can imagine that the Indian population has grown 

substantially over—the last, ever since you’ve been here.   

MG:  [agrees] 

MC:  Do you encounter people from different regions of India here, and do you have to—constantly-- 

think about what--sort of dialect or sort of--regional language you might have to speak?  Is that 

something, especially with your dance school— 

MG:  Yes.  Actually I do and if there--people who’ve been here and who know me, they already know 

that—who I am.  There are quite a few who just come from India and then they join the dance classes.  

When they listen to me and they think that I don’t know any other Indian language.  Because they see 

me just the way I speak and everything, they think that I only—they think I’m the second generation, 

they don’t think I’m the first generation.  And so what happens is then I surprise them by talking to 



M. Gingrich - CPCC and the Global South Transcript 11 

 

them, once I know where they’re from, I talk—to them in the region and their eyes just light up and 

they’re like, “Oh my gosh, you know the language.”  And then—so I try to speak to them in that 

language, and so—there are many people like when I go shopping, I hear Indians in the shopping mall 

talking and I can pick up.  And they’re talking with comfort, looking at me thinking that I don’t know the 

language.  And I then I actually do.  [laughs]  So I hear them, and then--I can actually understand them.  

So, it’s kind of fun.  And our joke is, when I was here back in 80’s, you didn’t f--see any Indians.  Once in 

a blue moon you may see an Indian and think, “Hey look, Indian”.  So now there are so many Indians, I 

joke around and say, “Hey look, American.”  [laughs]  Simply because--there are so many Indians in this 

area, they come on H1 visas for contracts and do the jobs and go. 

MC:  Charlotte is an incredibly diverse place. 

MG:  It sure is. 

MC:  Well, what—I think—I want to talk more about traditions.  What sort of holidays are traditionally 

celebrated in your family? 

MG:  Well, we haven’t been celebrating many Indian festivals.  There’s a Hindu temple where we can go 

for festival celebrations and we mostly celebrate our Christian—like Christmas and Thanksgiving.  And, 

there is certain things I still do, like in India if it’s your birthday, you always wear new clothing that day.  

And first day of school my family always got new clothing.  So that tradition still stays up now.  I have 

done, my godparents did that for me.  First day of school, they would always—beginning of the year, 

they would always get me a new clothing.  And so those kind of traditions, the cultural traditions, not 

necessarily religious traditions, I still continue.  Even my daughter each year gets--new clothing and so, I 

think it’s more just the way—because of the way I was born and brought up in different countries and 

different places, I have incorporated different things from different cultures and became my ethical 

structure.  What’s right, what’s wrong, what are my practices, the things I would do, I wouldn’t do.  

However, I am very much into yoga, meditation.  I regularly practice yoga and each night I practice yoga.  

I don’t leave—I’m not, you don’t see me doing big prayers, but I don’t leave the house without doing a 

prayer.  So certain practices still exist and I—think the things that I think would help me to center myself 

are the kind of things that I kept from the traditions and we celebrate in our own way and then I 

practice certain traditions. 

MC:  And how, I guess, receptive is your daughter?  Does she participate as well or--  

MG:  She does.  And my husband too.  We all do. [laughs]  All three of us, and I think she is growing in 

the same way.  See for me, when it comes to religious celebrations and festivals, because being a 

dancer, these dances are very religious, these dances are very conservative now, and thousands of year 

old tradition, and I feel that—I write articles to one of the Indian magazine here, I have a column “Dance 

of India” column, and I always say that--for me, dance is a prayer in motion.  And so I feel that I’m 

praying all the time because I’m dancing all the time, choreographing, listening to the songs that are all 

religious songs, and it has philosophical meanings to it about enlightenment and growth and all those 

kind of things.  So I think, I feel that I am in the transcendental mode all the time because of what I do—
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the classical Indian dances that I do and then my daughter is being a dancer then when I explain the 

meaning and all that, she is also very mature in her thinking as to what, and so does my husband, just 

loves Indian culture.  And so there are many things that he himself has because he had the same kind of 

life.  When he was young he went into military and traveled all over the world, so even his thinking is 

much more open and so we all are engulfed in the same kind of thinking process. 

MC:  How—how’s your dancing I guess changed over the years.  I mean, has--it been influenced by--

coming to the United States and growing older and what sort of I guess other influences have you 

absorbed and has—influenced maybe any--changes of your dancing style or of anything; how you do it, 

or has it at all?  Has it pretty much stayed the same? 

MG:  Well the dance itself, I make sure that I only present in its purity—in original form because it’s 

thousands of year old.  And as a matter of fact, I’m known to be the most traditional teacher here in 

Charlotte.  Because I don’t want to, the whole reason for doing the classical dances is to present in its 

original form.  However, because as the diversity started to happen in Charlotte and I saw that the 

different cultures different country people are coming in, I started—and they started becoming my 

friends and then I see that there is some division there is some kind of misunderstanding between 

cultures and not understanding people.  I see that happen, so what I decided to do ten years ago when 

CPCC wanted us to go ahead and start the Dance of India Arts and Communication, so when we did that 

I started coming to this theme called “Unity and Diversity” theme where I would take performing arts, 

and many of the dances that you’ll see in different cultures have been either derived from Indian 

classical dance forms or Indian dance forms or, we have the same mythological meaning, same 

mythological connections, so now what I do is there is one dance I perform at the end of our Dance of 

India called “Unity and Diversity” theme, I’ve been doing that for ten years, where I actually bring in the 

similarities between different country cultures and connect it to Indian culture and connect each other 

saying, where does it come from, if it’s a gypsy, where did it come from?  Which word was an origin?  

And so—like Lord Krishna and Moses story is the same, they were born in the same way, they were 

brought up in the same way.  So I connect all those so that people think like we say, out of the box, but 

people think really beyond what they know and then let them more critical thinking, an opportunity for 

people to have critical thinking.  That’s my passion; that’s only part that has changed when I saw the 

need for it ten years ago, then I started this “Unity and Diversity” theme, but the purity of the dance 

form has not changed. 

MC:  Okay, and how did you I guess put that--dance together, the unity and diversity.  How—did you do 

it, and long did it take? 

MG:  It still takes lot of time. 

MC:  Okay, is this sort of like a work in progress? 

MG:  No, each year it’s a different dance and different theme.  For example, this year, 2010, when we 

did Dance of India in April, I did festivals theme.  So when I did that, what I did was I brought in like 

Greek dancers.  Greek mythology and Indian mythology, we have the same gods and goddesses and we 
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have--they do the same things but they have different names.  Then I brought in the, birth of Lord 

Krishna and then connected that to Moses’ birth story and how it’s different.  And then same thing I 

brought in festival of lights, and that is our Christmas and other festival of lights with the Bali festival in 

India and it happens around the same time and how that theme--is together.  So it takes lot of time 

because I need to think through that anything I present is actually accurate, so it takes lot of research, so 

when the thought comes to me what I want to do, then I need to go in and do my research and make 

sure that what I understand is right.  Then I talk to the performers, I talk to the people and get their 

perspective.  And then I bring people together we compose the music with the different instruments 

from different countries and then I try to find the similar beats from different countries and then I bring 

in the dancers and then we all think together and work together to choreograph the dances that are in 

purist form for each culture but we, you can also, when we dance together, you can see the similarities 

in our movements, whether it’s a footstep or it’s a hand movement, some body movement.  So that way 

you can see, “Hey, yes--I can see what you’re seeing,” you know, the audience.  And audience just 

absolutely love it, they never sit in their seats for the dance--because it is so unique.  But—that’s 

something that I was, I’m so glad I started it because many teachers are now trying to do the same 

thing, and I see it quite a few people copying it which is wonderful because that’s what I—my dream is 

unity and diversity. 

MC:  Thinking back to I guess the years that you’ve done this, what have been some of the biggest 

challenges that you’ve had to overcome? 

MG:  For the unity and diversity in specific? 

MC:  Yes. 

MG:  Challenges is really is—bringing in, finding dancers who have the capacity to go beyond what they 

just know, because if you just come and listen to a totally different music, try to dance to it that is not 

your music for your dance form, people get completely stuck, “Whoa--what is that?”  So, I think trying to 

find the dancers, diversity of dancers who can actually do these things and commit the time, that is a 

huge, because all these people are volunteers.  We have forty-plus dancers that are volunteers, so for 

them to spend their time practicing, rehearsing, meeting, discussing, it takes hours and hours and it 

takes us for five months to prepare to six months for this one show to do it the way we do to keep the 

name of CPCC and name of our—to keep the--level of performance that we’ve been offering.  So that’s a 

challenge, it’s really trying to find dancers who can do authentic dancers, who can think beyond what 

they know, that is the biggest challenge. 

MC:  Well, I’m--kind of curious to go maybe back a little bit and talk just briefly about the place that you 

grew up, the town or the city, and your--maybe your neighborhood within the city.  Just describe it to 

me, and what stands out in your memories, your childhood memories. 

MG:  What stands out is a sense of freedom and zero fear of anything and my friends, my streets where I 

would go, I remember just going and getting, I loved biking and my brothers were older, they had older 

people—their bikes, the guys bikes, and then I would go take the bike and then I wanted to ride it, so I 
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can’t really--sit on the seat.  So I would go half way, put my foot on the other side of it, and then I would 

bike it on the half side and then I would—we had lot of fun, lot of freedom, and the neighborhood had 

again diversity because Hyderabad is also very unique cosmopolitan city and so we had people from all 

over India.  So we had—my father was an attorney and he was one of the top two attorneys in the 

country, so what happened is he would get all these dignitaries from all over the world, all over India, 

they come to him to our house, and so I’m so used to dignitaries, I just don’t feel a sense of, “Oh my 

gosh, that’s a president.”  You know, I just don’t have it in me, I just don’t feel that fear or maybe I may 

be too casual sometimes, but I just don’t because I’ve seen them and then I’ve seen they’re also humans 

and I’ve seen them their aspect of it.  So that the streets--when you’re growing up and you’re so small, 

the street looks big, to you.  It was all residential and we just—played a lot after coming back from 

school.  Then I would go for my dance classes and music classes and I did radio programs so I would go 

for my radio programs--but the whole joy of a sense of freedom, I could go into anybody’s homes, whole 

neighborhood—I was neighborhood’s child--my father said I had skates on my feet because I would 

never be in one place.  And so I would just go from place to place and--whatever they were eating I 

would go end up eating there--  So that whole neighborhood concept of family--is very very unique and 

it is so sad now that I can’t even let go of my daughter outside the house without one of us watching her 

and I think that is the most saddest part of our lives here is that sense of security— 

MC:  I think you read my mind because I was—wanting to talk a little bit now about the neighborhood 

that you live in now and—versus--the one that you grew up.  The one that your daughter’s growing up in 

now in—here in Charlotte.  I assume—do you live here in Charlotte--? 

MG:  I live in Charlotte, yeah, I live in Charlotte like about a block away from Huntersville and Concord, 

literally.  [laughs]  If you just like walk for about two minutes one block away and it’s in--Huntersville.  So 

she went to school in Huntersville, but it is still part of Mecklenburg County.  Well, actually--because I 

come from that kind of freedom and so did my husband--he was from north, but I think it was the time 

we grew up in.  So he had the same experience, and so we had to find a neighborhood that was family 

friendly and families only and we felt very secure and we love our neighborhood, we--feel very secure.  

Everybody watches out for everyone else, but due to the economy now there’s lot of changes where 

people are going in and out—the house’s empty or the people, they’re renting out to people we don’t 

know--that kind of.  So when she was growing up in the neighborhood, it’s a cul-de-sac neighborhood, 

and everybody’s children was everybody’s children kind of thing, and so we had the same concept 

keeping an eye out and we would say, “Hey, are you going to be here for next thirty minutes while 

they’re playing?  Yes?  Okay, so I go in.”  So but one of us always kept an eye on the kids and—but really, 

sense of security wise, I still don’t feel secure not--because it’s a--we’re in a bad neighborhood, we’re in 

an excellent neighborhood, it’s just the way the country is, the way we are right now.  And I just—we 

never leave our child; she’s fourteen and lot of people say, “Oh, she can be on her--at home on her 

own.”  No.  She’s not.  That one day where somebody breaks in in spite of the alarm system, that one 

day when people saw her going in, that one day—where she probably hit her head and nobody’s around 

to take care of her--.  We’re not going do that, she’s too young for that and we want to guide her, we’re 

not overprotecting her and we guide her to choose her friends wisely because we can’t protect her at 
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school.  And so it’s very different from what myself and even my husband but—when I grew up--we 

didn’t even have to think twice and here I’m very cautious about security. 

MC:  About your neighborhood or the city that you grew up in back in India, has--how has it changed 

over the years? 

MG:  [laughs] 

MC:  Now versus then— 

MG:  Oh, huge!  When I went back after twelve years and my driver--was taking me around and then 

honest to God I had no clue where I was.  I’m looking around saying, “Where are we?  What is this 

place?”  And he would say something, he would say a name, then I would go, “I know that name.”  I 

couldn’t connect it because it didn’t look anything like what I grew up.  My neighborhood I went in, 

neighborhood street was the same, but it became so commercial because in those times we were 

supposed to be little bit like outskirts but still around the city because my father was a lawyer and has to 

be accessible.  But once we started looking--I started looking around and all these businesses came and 

so there’s still some—original homes there and then there’s businesses in between.  It was just really 

weird and the traffic is just incredible, just like Charlotte, what it used to be verses what it is now.  So, I 

didn’t really recognize at all and when we started going back, I just started getting comfortable with 

certain streets and I knew how to get there because all my shortcuts when I was little all closed up--so 

that building doesn’t even exist.  So I really could not connect even my own street we got there, and I 

didn’t know if I had to go right or left to get to my street because I couldn’t tell which was my street.  It’s 

like, “Oh my god.”  Then I saw the bike store and I saw, “Oh my god, that looks like the bike store I used 

to go and get the bikes from.”  And then yes, that it was. 

MC:  And is that ongoing, I mean to--? 

MG:  It is ongoing— 

MC:  --to this day, does it continue to grow— 

MG:  Totally— 

MC:  --and change? 

MG:  Totally, because [clears throat] Hyderabad—has become such a cosmopolitan place and there’s so 

many businesses and foreign investments and so the place is now just totally, totally different.  A lot of 

business and so the residences like here, residential homes are getting to suburbs.  And then all the 

center city where I grew up is now truly a business place and so it is very different in the traffic patterns 

and the amount of people, the buses, the—that whole life, it’s just so different from what I grew up. 

MC:  And--is your family still there? 
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MG:  Yes—actually, my, one of my brothers has renovated our original--home where I was born and he 

gave part of it downstairs for commercial use.  Upstairs--he has a full place for himselves—himself, and 

then there’s another space that he was able to use it for renting for families.  So that’s our original 

home, that’s where it stood.  Our home was known for jasmine creeper.  We had—because our home 

was five floors so and it was open in the center and that’s where the European style, and that’s where 

the Jasmine Creeper was.  It grew from bottom floor all the way up to the fourth—actually [counts]—

four floors—fourth floor to the terrace and it would, it had thousands and thousands of flowers on it.  

And the neighborhood you walk in, you smell jasmine, and that was from our tree.  And my brother cut 

it down.  He didn’t even give a piece to any--anybody because he never liked the jasmine flowers.  And I 

couldn’t believe—my whole family just was in awe and was like, “I can’t believe you did this” and the 

whole street was in awe.  They’re like, “Oh my gosh”, so when he did the re--construction.  So that’s, it 

has changed in many ways and my other brother just recently, I mean like two months ago decided to 

move out of the other home that we owned in the center city.  He decided to give that for businesses 

completely and then moved into a more residential area. 

MC:  Do they feel like they’re being driven out? 

MG:  Yes, yes that’s exactly what it is because so much traffic, so many businesses.  It just doesn’t suit 

the residential, theme any more.  And they’re definitely driven out and it came to the point where it was 

so noisy it’s not a home and that’s not the home we all know. 

MC:  That’s—it’s very interesting, and I hear about how in the US now the people who are in the suburbs 

are starting to make a move back towards the center city.  I mean I’ve heard it on public radio about—

some shows here in Charlotte, about how people—there’s a move in some of the other larger 

metropolitan cities, there’s a little bit of a push to leave the suburbs and migrate back inward.  So it’s 

interesting to see how that changes from country to country. 

MG:  Yeah, I think it’s —I always say India is about ten years—almost eight to ten years behind in some 

things.  I think the trends that happen here where we all are going to suburbs and up to even now 

there’s still people going to suburbs— 

MC:  Yeah— 

MG:  And it’s a trend that just began about three years, four years ago in India— 

MC:  Where here, I guess it started back after World War II—in the late 40’s and early 50’s when people 

started to migrate out to the suburbs-- 

MG:  Yes, and I also know specifically to Charlotte really I think it was really more in 90’s when the 

businesses really boomed uptown— 

MC:  That’s true— 
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MG:  That’s when we started going to outside little bit because we wanted—and we have space, and it’s 

just like any other place.  And you go to center city, it’s going to be million dollar home for you and you 

only get thousand square feet--so it’s the same concept that’s happening there. 

MC:  That’s true—well, moving to the final stage of the CPCC questions, what do you value most about 

what you do here at CPCC? 

MG:  Couple of things.  First thing is people.  It’s amazing.  People—right now there are a lot of new 

people I don’t know and I’m hoping to get to know them.  But the people who’ve been here, absolutely 

wonderful.  They were hard workers and they didn’t hesitate to do anything that’s needed to help a 

student.  They never said--“It’s not my job.”  They always cared for others and there was lot of hugs and 

love and—I think it is so wonderful and healing to have that kind of an atmosphere at workplace.  Your 

wakening hours, your conscious hours are spent here and to have people who care so much and--they 

literally, you get--I get personally everywhere I go I get so many hugs and I think that’s—very important 

in a workplace.  It’s so different and that’s the most critical for me is the caring of the people.  And the 

second thing is really, we have always been since Hagemeyer--Dr. Hagemeyer time, we are the most 

innovate school I know.  I have been to other schools, I have seen so many things, but I think we are the 

most innovative and we want to continue to develop—make it better.  If we have, continuous 

improvement is our goal and so we, because we serve such population diverse population, we serve 

anything and everything, there’s never a dull moment here.  You can’t get bored at CP.  If you’re getting 

bored at CP, you’re not doing what you should be doing—And or, you need to get more involved either 

in the community to connect CPCC to the community, that’s what I do, or within the CPCC community.  

Get involved and--volunteer yourself for the events that happen at the college to get to know the 

college and what we do for the community--.  So, I think you can never get bored if you really are 

involved in your job, this place, you cannot get bored--.  You can learn, there’s so much to learn, and it’s 

constantly changing.  And we offer so much, there’s never a dull moment and you continue to learn 

something new almost every day if you put your hands to it. 

MC:  Okay, and talk a little bit about, I guess just from your perspective, CPCC’s relationship to the 

international community in Charlotte.  I mean just the CPCC population itself, which is one of the 

reasons why I chose to do this project first dealing with international staff and eventually I want to bring 

in international students, bring in their voices and their perspectives to this as well.  Just from your own 

eyes, what is CPC—CPCC’s relationship to not only the international community of Charlotte but the 

community that it’s serving already, the international students that are here. 

MG:  Well, I was an international student—I didn’t feel out of place.  I felt very welcomed at the college.  

Faculty were simply outstanding.  They helped you understand, they help—they cared, and they put 

their energies and heart and soul into making sure that you are a success.  And so the international 

students here--are really so fortunate to have an environment where it’s so supportive of the faculty 

because it’s mostly, the relationship for students is with the faculty and I think that relationship with 

faculty has been simply wonderful.  And the things that we do with the international community, I’m an 

example.  Our administration always encourages us to get involved in the community and do things for 
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the community while working here and so I’m very active in the community.  Right now, I am the chair 

of Charlotte International Cabinet, and that started off as the Mayor’s International Cabinet and as 

appointed by Pat McCrory, our former mayor.  Now I’m serving under new Mayor, Anthony Fox, and this 

International Cabinet really is a merger with Sister Cities.  And so we are bringing in the global classroom 

environment.  I’m able to work with Donna Apgar to bring in global classroom by working with a Sister 

Cities.  So eventually everything we are doing in the community will mix into Cultural Exchange, I’m on 

their advisory board and Arts and Science Council, I’m their executive board and also the Woman’s 

Summit with UNCC, I am on their advisory board.  So really, connecting all these things back to what we 

do at the college is very important.  Like for—Arts and Science, now they have where for the 

international integration of cultures into the Charlotte community they have grants--.  So now we can 

actually—we that access grant, Dance of India received it couple of times.  So again, whatever I’m doing 

out in the community connecting it back to what we do at the college to make sure that it actually 

makes a difference within the college community and we make a difference with international 

community and there is lot of respect.  Our ESL programs, EFL programs, and the international basically 

Dance of India brings in such diversity and such support from the international community that’s all of 

Europe, Asia, you name it, and all the continents are represented during Dance of India performance.  

They all are—all the chambers are there.  And so I think, and then I’m also a graduate of [unintelligible] 

Citizens Academy, so bringing in the like cyber crime training, I brought them to our ITS staff and then 

they all were certified in cyber crime training--.  So, the international community in Charlotte, they 

appreciate us but at the same time people like me and few others at the college, we go out into the 

international community to talk about what we do and then bring them, establish that connection. 

MC:  And—how do you feel like CP’s benefited from them, from the international community—that’s 

kind of a general statement, or general question but we are—I was asking this question I guess of some 

of the ESL instructors that I’ve interviewed for this project is that--you’ve got so many people in one 

classroom who are from all over and I know that can be very challenging, but how—have us, how has 

CPCC as a college benefited from such a diverse community just from your own— 

MG:  I think we were--able to bring diversity to the college faculty and staff because it exists in 

Charlotte.  And we will not be competitive; we will not be able to do what we do as a college in a global 

world if we didn’t have that diversity because diversity brings in knowledge.  Diversity brings in the 

opportunities and the individual epistemologies of people that are here, whether it is faculty or staff or 

administration--.  So when you bring in the stories, when you bring in that strength of international 

community into CPCC, then we stand out in a global world as a global college.  And you cannot be a 

global college by having only nationals—whether they’re Caucasians or African Americans.  You cannot 

have the diversity because it’s not firsthand diversity--.  So when you bring in a firsthand diversity, and 

people who can connect you back to the community, so I think without that kind of diversity that exists 

at CPCC, I don’t think CPCC would have been standing out today in a national global world in a totally 

diversified Charlotte community, that connection would not have existed if this diversity of CPCC faculty 

and staff and administration did not exist.  We did not, if we didn’t take that opportunity to benefit from 

the diversity that exist in Charlotte, I don’t think the international global community connection would 
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have existed.  We would have been the traditional back-dated college--that did not open their doors and 

I think that true open door policy is we benefited from the existing population, we learned from their 

experiences, we learned from what they need in order for us to do what we were supposed to do to 

make them a good citizens, make them a--asset to the community.  We couldn’t have been doing 

everything we are doing for that population if that population did not exist and people like us did not 

connect back to the community. 

MC:  Thank you, thank you.  I think that pretty much sums up what I--wanted to ask.  Is there anything 

you might—want to add to it that I didn’t ask?  Something that-- 

MG:  Not really, I think you were very thorough in your questions. 

MC:  Is there anything—I guess I ask this as sort of a final question of a lot of people.  Is there anything 

that you cannot get, whether it be food or just anything that you can’t get here in the--US that you can 

only get when you go back to visit India. 

MG:  Yes.  Clothes.  Gold.  [laughs]  The twenty-four karat gold, twenty-two karat gold.  And really what I 

have the other part is— 

MC:  And it doesn’t—sorry to cut you off, but it doesn’t even have to be material, I mean it could be 

anything, material or something else— 

MG:  Okay— 

MC:  Something—clothes, and usually people talk about food.  [laughs] 

MG:  Well that is true.  There are many new restaurants right now and but the traditional South Indian 

food, there’s really no place in Charlotte where I can go and get a traditional South Indian food.  

Everybody’s trying to give you South Indian foods, but nothing like the traditional South Indian food, it 

just doesn’t exist. And ice creams from India, they’re--not as sweet and there’s this tutti-fruiti ice cream 

that when I go to India the two dishes, chola batura and tutti-fruiti ice cream, and when—and my family 

has their own.  My husband has his own, my daughter has her own things, we go there every day we eat 

that because I know we’ll never get it here--that quality, so every day we make a point to go to that 

restaurant, those are the two things we eat and then--we eat our heart out.  But beyond materialistic—

approach to what we miss is what I see is the sense of service.  How they serve in India their customers 

and that respect for people, respect for individuals.  I don’t see that here yet still to that level, the 

courtesy when general respect for every human being, we still not there yet.  That’ll be our beautiful 

world—that I would like to see happen is, it’s really as an individual, are you respected?  And because 

it’s also oldest, one of the oldest philosophical countries, so there’s lot of that karma dharma kind of 

aspects of duty and of repercussions of what you do--and so it’s really important, I think, I’m hoping we 

really come to that level that no matter what--we accept people and really respect them, respect every 

individual at all levels, and that would be nice thing to have. 

MC:  Thank you-- 
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MG:  Thank you. 

MC:  --so much.  I appreciate it. 

MC:  You’ve been wonderful; thank you, Mark. 

 


